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Dr. Deborah Atwater (SHHS 1967) is an Associate Professor Emerita of Communication Arts and Sciences and African American Studies at Penn State University.  She holds a Ph.D. in Intercultural Communication from the State University of New York at Buffalo, an M.A. in Communication, Rhetoric and Public Address and a B.S. in Secondary Education, English and Speech, both from Penn State. She has published two books and numerous articles on communication and rhetoric focusing on matters relevant to the Black community.

Chyp Davis (SHHS 1974) has worked in all aspects of the music industry as a drummer and vocalist, a songwriter, a music producer and a talent manager.  Outside of his music career, he attended Montgomery College and worked as an Information Systems Technician for American Management Systems.

Walter Heintzelman (SHHS 1953) Received a BS in Civil Engineering from Carnegie Tech and a Master of Public Administration degree from Pitt.  He worked as a professional engineer in urban and transportation management, consulting with the Pittsburgh Pirates and Steelers to improve fan access and parking, with Allegheny County’s Port Authority Transit and with the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh on projects related to transportation and infrastructure.

Dr. Hazel Ann Lee (SHHS 1969) received her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from Tuskegee University and practiced equine medicine, as well as teaching veterinary science.  She pursued additional education and holds a Juris Doctor Degree.  Most recently she has published a book called The Astronaut’s Window: Collection of Poems and Short Stories Celebrating Nature, has published other short stories and science-related poems, and has won awards as a song lyricist.

D’nis Lowe Lynch (SHHS 1963) received a B.S. in Education from Clarion State College (Clarion University) with a minor in Library Science and an MLS (Masters in Library Science) from Pitt and spent a 35-year career as an educator with the Upper St. Clair School System. She served with many professional associations in library science and for women educators, and has presented and participated in workshops and contributed to publications for the Pennsylvania Department of Education. In addition, after retirement from Upper St. Clair, she served as the Practicum Supervisor, Adjunct Faculty at Pitt working with students in the School of Information Sciences.

Posthumous:

Dr. William Henry (SHHS 1946) was a medical doctor who founded the Methow Valley Home Health Agency in Methow, Washington to provide ambulance services in an area that had had no such services, working originally with a group of concerned citizens with a donated Suburban vehicle, a Snow Cat and a member’s small plane. He offered the first Emergency Medical Technician classes in the state of Washington.

Sylvia Bernassoli (SHHS 1953) was a certified registered nurse anesthetist with the Center for Fertility and Reproductive Endocrinilogy at Magee-Women’s Hospital in Pittsburgh administering anesthesia to women undergoing egg retrieval for in vitro fertilization.  She structured a significant donation plan to support research into infertility and reproductive health conditions both from her required IRA distributions and from the IRA itself and life insurance policies.  She graduated from the South Side Hospital School of Nursing in 1955.

Class Champions

Margie Nellis Rea (SHHS 1957) (posthumous) While serving on the Alumni Association Board, she maintained the database, collected dues and paid bills for over 20 years.  She also maintained records and provided leadership and support for reunions every 5 years for the January and June 1957 classes.

Judy Lowry (SHHS 1982) She has planned and organized reunions every 5 years plus pop-up gatherings.  She maintains the class Facebook page, sends birthday greetings to class members and raises funds to keep reunion costs low and provide door prizes.
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